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In nearly three thousand BBC broadcasts over fifty-eight years, Alistair Cooke reported on
America, revealing our country’s complexities and idiosyncrasies to a global audience. He was
one of the most widely read and widely heard chroniclers of America - the Twentieth Century’s
de Tocqueville.Shortly after the bombing of Pearl Harbor in 1941, Alistair Cooke, a newly
naturalized American citizen, set out to see his country as it was undergoing monumental
change. He wanted to “see what the war had done to people, to the towns I might go through, to
some jobs and crops, to stretches of landscape I loved and had seen at peace.” Working
throughout the war, Cooke finished The American Home Front as the atomic bomb was being
dropped on Hiroshima. His publisher thought there would be little interest in books on the war,
so it was stuffed in a closet. It stayed there for almost sixty years, nearly forgotten, until it was
unearthed shortly before Cooke’s death in 2004.The American Home Front is a fascinating
artifact, a charming travelogue, and a sharp portrait that shows America changing from civilian
pursuits to military engagement, from the production of consumer goods to materials of war. It is
also a unique record of American life. Cooke travels small highways, with their advertising signs
and their local typography, in an age before the interstate highway system. He chronicles the
regional glories he encounters, elements of long-lost culture such as his beloved soda fountains,
and the reactions of the citizens, from indifference to grief, from opportunism to resilience under
military threat. Filled with touching personal stories of the effects of war, from a Japanese family
facing internment that tries to sell Cooke their car, to the experiences of the unemployed
relocating in hopes of jobs in a gunpowder factory, The American Home Front is the work of an
experienced, talented journalist; it is intelligent, touching, and funny.

''It is no stretch to say that this is the book Ackerman was meant to write.'' --Los Angeles
Times''A true story -- of human empathy and its opposite -- that is simultaneously grave and
exuberant, wise and playful.'' --Washington Post Book World''Ackerman . . . makes beautiful work
of harrowing tales of [her characters'] determination to keep souls alive, in the actual and
metaphorical sense both.'' --New York Daily News''An inspiring read . . . may join Schindler's List
and Hotel Rwanda as popular accounts of heroism in the face of genocide.'' --Salt Lake
Tribune''Fresh and compelling…Ackerman has succeeded in a vivid, cinematically written book
that's bound to find its way to the screen.'' --San Francisco Chronicle''This suspenseful,
beautifully crafted story deserves a wide readership.'' --Publishers Weekly (starred review)''An
exemplary work of scholarship and an 'ecstasy of imagining', Ackerman's affecting telling of the
heroic Zabinskis' dramatic story illuminates the profound connection between humankind and
nature, and celebrates life's beauty, mystery, and tenacity.'' --Booklist (starred review)''Diane
Ackerman has surpassed even herself in her latest book, which is alternatingly funny, moving,



and terrifying. This powerful thriller would be a great novel -- except that it is true.'' --Jared
Diamond, authorAbout the AuthorDiane Ackerman is the author of many highly acclaimed works
of nonfiction and poetry, including A Natural History of the Senses,a book beloved by millions of
readers all over the world, and The Zookeeper's Wife, which received the Orion Book Award.
She has taught at Columbia and Cornell and has been published in the New York Times,
Smithsonian, Parade, the New Yorker, and National Geographic.
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Frank Donnelly, “A Really Good Social History About The American Home Front, Primarily
During 1942. “The American Home Front” authored by Alistair Cooke is a really well written and
interesting non fiction narrative about the state of the 48 States, primarily during 1942. Basically
Alistair Cooke engages in a road trip through many of the 48 states using various types of land
transportation. He reports on his observations of American Society. The book is clearly written.
I purchased both the Kindle and audiobook and listened and read simultaneously. Both the
Kindle and audiobook were of equally high quality.The book is very interesting on multiple
levels. Although composed during World War II it was not published for numerous decades until
the time of the death of the author. There is a definite “time capsule” aspect to this book. Also
the author was born in England. I am not sure who the intended audience is. If one sees this
fine book as intended for readers from Great Britain, one may enjoy comparing and contrasting
this book to a much later “road trip” type book, “The Lost Continent: Travels in Small Town
America” by Bill Bryson. I wish to emphasize that Mister Bryson’s book is NOT about World War
II, but I feel sure is meant for readers from Great Britain.I always find it interesting to read the
thoughts of someone born outside the Untied States when writing about the United States and
Americans. Alistair Cooke was a young man from Great Britain when he composed this book.
He moved to America and became an American Citizen. Bill Bryson is an American who moved
to Great Britain. The books are decades apart.I recently read another book about the American
Home Front during 1942. It is “The Darkest Year” by William K. Klingaman. I liked both of these
fine works approximately equally. I read them them some months apart and feel they are a very
interesting pair of books to compare and contrast, Thank You for taking the time to read this
review.”

Chrissie, “Five Stars. Excellent service. Will use again.”

R G Dawkins, “Five Stars. great reading”

The book by Aimee Cebulski has a rating of  5 out of 4.1. 141 people have provided feedback.
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